How to create GEDCOM files 
© Copyright Intellectual Reserve.  Portions taken from the Personal Ancestral File Help system

The best way to share your information with other individuals is usually to create a GEDCOM file. When you use GEDCOM, you can control:

· Which individuals, families, and ancestral lines are included.

· How much information about living individuals is included.

· Whether notes, sources, multimedia, contact information, submitter information, and confidential information are included.

If you send the GEDCOM file to someone and wish to include information about individuals who may still be alive, please mark the Full Information on Living option. When you mark this option, the program checks each individual that you select. If one of the following conditions is met, the program considers that the individual is deceased even if the information is incomplete:

· If the individual's record contains the following death or burial information: date, place, or source citation.

· The individual was born or christened at least 110 years ago.

· The individual was married at least 95 years ago.

· The individual's spouse was born or christened at least 120 years ago.

· One of the individual's children was born at least 95 years ago.

· The individual's parents were married at least 110 years ago.

· One of the individual's parents was born or christened at least 200 years ago.

· One of the individual's siblings was born or christened at least 130 years ago.

Tip: If the other individual also uses Personal Ancestral File 5.0, you can give him or her a backup copy of the .paf file. Be sure, however, that the other individual really needs your entire .paf file and that you really want to share everything in the .paf file, including information about living individuals and confidential information.

Steps

1. From the File menu, select Export.
2. Select an Export To option:

· If the person who will receive this GEDCOM file uses Personal Ancestral File, click the version that he or she uses. The program will automatically create the best type of GEDCOM file for that program.

· If the person who will receive this GEDCOM file uses a program that accepts GEDCOM 4.0, click PAF 2.1-2.31.
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If the person who will receive this GEDCOM file uses a program that accepts GEDCOM 5.5, click Other GEDCOM 5.5. Then select the character set. Select ANSEL unless you know that the other person uses a program that requires ANSI or unless you have nonroman characters (such as Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Arabic, Hebrew, or Cyrillic) in the .paf file. 
Click here to see "Programs that accept GEDCOM 5.5."
3. Click the Include options that you want.

4. To select all of the individuals in the .paf file, click All. Or to select some of the individuals, click Partial and then Select. Create a focus list that contains the names that you want to include in the GEDCOM file. 
Click here to see "How to create a focus list."
5. Click Export.
6. Select the drive and folder where you want to save your GEDCOM file.
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For Help, press F1. Double-cick on person you want to edit RIN- 139 MRIN: 40 W3 C3



Type a name for the file, and click Export.
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When the export process is complete, a screen will appear, telling you how many names were submitted. Click OK.
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